THE     GENERAL     MILITARY     ACADEMY
AH In all, to the satisfaction of receiving the minister of a
friendly nation, is added something very dear to us, that
of a French comrade, of that glorious army which in the
Moroccan campaign we learned to know and admire while
fighting together for the cause of civilization and progress."
A minister like Maginot, who was profoundly interested
in military questions, could not make a mere formal visit to
an Academy in which he found so many details and so many
exemplary teachings. He informed himself of the methods
which were being pursued, of the studies which composed
the course, and the method by which the faculty had been
selected. He then knew that the majority of the professors
had fought in Africa and that the least any of them had
served in action was five years. Maginot then summarized
his impressions by saying, "with an army commanded by
these future officers you can go anywhere."
In November, 1930, General Franco attended the course
for generals and colonels which was held at Versailles, as
preparation for the high command. Tactical problems on
maps, movements of troops on the field, and questions of
strategy were studied. In one of the sessions there was a
discussion. Franco spoke up and before a blackboard he
began to develop his ideas. Voices were stilled and silence
reigned. Generals and colonels drew up around Franco, and
the gathering of that day was converted into a lesson which
the Spanish general taught to the strategists of all the nations
gathered at Versailles, who listened, absorbed with admira-
tion, to the youngest general of Europe.